
 

What does a beard of bees, eastern 

towhee, a watershed model, and 

protection of endangered species all 

have in common? These were items 

featured  at the AEEA EXPO this June 

at the Ozark Natural Science Center. 

Attendees of the AEEA Expo heard 

from two keynote speakers, Dr. John 

Guyton from Mississippi State Uni-

versity and Maggie Johnston of the 

MacDowell Education Center on how 

to engage educators, children, and 

non-traditional partners in environ-

mental education.  

 
So, how do you engage our highly 

technological society to the natural 

world and keep them involved?    

According to Dr. Guyton we need to 

improve enrollment in EE organiza-

tions (NAAEE-nationally and 

statewide) by including interdiscipli-

nary subjects such as social studies.  

Integrating ideas from college stu-

dents, city planners, natural resource 

personnel, and non– science teachers 

at EE Expos or other events.  Then 

pursue advocacy and create a mecha-

nism to build liaisons with other or-

ganizations, partnering to spread 

environmental literacy and reaching 

out to amateur experts such as fly 

fisherman since “they know more 

about bugs than most.” There were 

several more suggestions made that 

AEEA hopes to incorporate with its 

members in the years to come. All of 

the presenters were phenomenal and 

worked take away activities and les-

sons learned into their presentations 

that educators can take home. The 

second keynote speaker Maggie 

Johnston of MacDowell Education 

Center reminded all of us educators 

that we need to remember to take 

time out for ourselves to reconnect 

with nature.  At some moment in the 

day we should take a field trip out 

doors, and think to ourselves, “What 

do you notice, what do you wonder 

about the environment around you, 

what are we reminded of in that mo-

ment, what can we share with others

– how we ourselves need to be con-

nected to nature to connect others to 

nature as well.” After observing the 

natural world, we should continue 

our learning by using hardcopy or 

electronic field guides. Ms. Johnston 

incorporated STEM perspectives into 

her talk, but also  

 

advocated for STREAM which in-

cludes ART and Recreation to be in-

corporated into EE programming.  

 
The Ozark Natural Science Center 

provided a great venue for the speak-

ers to engage participants in bird-

watching, arthropod identification, 

watershed demonstrations, and 

hands on activities throughout. 

  Continued on Pg. 4. 
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Mini-Grants for Non-

formal Educators 

Are you a non-formal ed-

ucator who would love to 

create an EE opportunity? 

Have you ever thought to 

yourself, if only I had little 

extra funds for this pro-

gram or project?  

We want to support those 

ideas and promote great 

EE programs and activi-

ties, so we are offering a 

$500 mini-grant to the 

best proposal.  

Go to the AEEA website to 

find out more and submit 

that extraordinary EE 

idea/program today!! 

www.arkansasee.org/grants 

Letter from the President 

Dear AEEA Members, 

Involvement was a word that kept popping up during the EXPO.  There are a lot of opportunities to get involved in the Arkansas 
environmental community.  A small sampling of opportunities coming in the near future include:  the Soybean Science Chal-
lenge for 9th-12th graders and their teachers,  Woolsey Wet Prairie BioBlitz September 10-11, Arkansas Recycling Coalition Con-
ference September 19-21, and Arkansas K-8 Science Standards for Non-formal Educators October 25 at Hobbs State Park.   

Involvement with AEEA is another great way to tie into what is happening with environmental education across the state.  AEEA 
is seeking nominations for Board member elections coming up later this Fall.  Contact me or Rebekah Penny 
(Rebekah.penny@arkansas.gov)or any of AEEA’s current Board for nomination information.   Serving on the Board helps shape 
the future of our organization and guide AEEA in furthering its mission. 

Communication was also an often heard buzz word at the EXPO.  AEEA is responding to members’ request for more communica-
tion by providing a monthly e-broadcast, quarterly newsletter and a new and improved website.  Members can help in the con-
versation by submitting newsletter articles, upcoming events, interesting tips and trivia, and photographs, job openings and 
other items of interest.  Our goal is to expand beyond the quarterly newsletter and provide the most relevant EE information to 
our members. If you would like your EE organization or program featured in the newsletter, you have a few months before the 
next issue and can submit an article to Sarah DeVries (ozarksarah@yahoo.com). Information about upcoming events, photos or 
other items of interest can be sent to Kim Lovely for the e-Broadcast or Facebook posting.  Thanks to our lifetime member and 
long time supporter Trish Ouei for keeping things posted to AEEA Facebook.  Most importantly we want to hear from you and 
share your information across the state. 

Thanks, 
Matthew Miller, President, matthew@onsc.us 

 Arkansas’s teachers are fortu-

nate to have access to profes-

sional development (PD) oppor-

tunities through a variety of 

governmental agencies and non

-profit organizations, in addition 

to the formal education system. 

Since the recently adopted Ar-

kansas K-12 Science Standards 

call for “real-world” application 

of science concepts, this is an 

excellent time for more collabo-

ration between formal and non-

formal educators. To increase 

this collaboration, the Arkansas 

Department of Education is 

sponsoring a one-day PD session 

for non-formal, non-profit, sci-

ence PD providers. Participants 

will explore the new Arkansas K-

8 Science Standards and learn 

how their programs can support 

student engagement and 

achievement. 

 Come learn how to adapt your 

programs and professional de-

velopment trainings to include 

the new Arkansas K-8 Science 

Standards. This will be an excel-

lent opportunity to network and 

engage with fellow non-formal 

PD providers and learn from 

each other. Lunch will be pro-

vided for all participants by the 

Arkansas Department of Educa-

tion.  

Register for this free training, 

email or call Leah Saffian:  

lsaffian@co.washington.ar.us, 

479-444-1725.  

 

Space is limited to 30 partici-

pants so register early to re-

serve your spot. 

Arkansas K-12 Science Standards: 

Education for a New Generation 
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GREAT ARKANSAS CLEANUP 

Keep Arkansas Beautiful wants YOU for the 

Great Arkansas Cleanup, the state’s largest 

litter pickup campaign– and it’s quickly ap-

proaching! Each fall, thousands of Arkansans 

work together to remove tons of littered trash 

from our state’s roadways, shorelines, parks 

and public areas. In addition to removing 

litter, the Great Arkansas Cleanup educates all 

Arkansans about the importance of a clean, 

green and environmentally healthy state. Join 

the Clean and Green Team by coordinating or 

volunteering with an event in your communi-

ty. This year’s campaign begins Sept. 10 and 

continues through Oct. 31.  To coordinate 

your own cleanup, click here to sign up and 

download materials. To volunteer, check out 

the online Calendar of Events to find a cleanup 

near you. 

“Recycle-Bowl” - is it a reusable bowl or 

microwaveable? No sir, it is as big as our 

nation. That’s right folks we are talking 

about Keep America Beautiful’ s Recycle-

Bowl: A Nationwide recycling competi-

tion that  kindergarten through 12th 

grade schools can participate. Registra-

tion opened August 1st.  

 
Through Recycle– Bowl Keep America 

Beautiful provides resources to help es-

tablish new recycling programs within 

schools, and increase current recycling 

rates.  Recycle-Bowl also pro-

vides teachers and students with educa-

tional opportunities focused on recycling 

and waste reduction.  Click here for more 

information on how to get your K-12 

school involved.  

 
According to Keep America Beautiful, 

“Recycling is one of the easiest and most 

effective actions ANYONE can do to pro-

tect natural resources, conserve energy, 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and 

create jobs. Recycling also provides mate-

rials that are made into new products. 

Want to ignite recycling in your 

school?  Friendly competition is a proven 

way to motivate young people toward 

adopting sustainable behaviors. 

Through Recycle-Bowl, we hope to galva-

nize or improve recycling in elementary, 

middle and high schools across America.  

 
There are 5 Simple Steps to joining one of 

the biggest bowls in the nation: 

 

1)  Register Your School 

Recruit volunteers (principals, teachers, 

custodians and/or students) to help you 

compete in Recycle-Bowl. Register your 

school for Recycle-Bowl.   

2) Make a Game Plan 

Recycle-Bowl is perfect for experienced 

veterans as well as recycling rookies.  Cre-

ate a game plan to reach your team’s 

goals, whether you’re aiming to launch a 

brand new recycling program or improving 

your current recycling rate and quali-

ty.  Find tips in this guide on how to start a 

school recycling program. 

3) Rally Your Team 

Communicate with your school’s teachers, 

custodians, staff, and students so they 

know about the Recycle-Bowl competition 

and can get in the game! Train your team 

by educating them on what is recyclable at 

your school.  Find ideas for promoting the 

competition as well as engaging educa-

tional activities in the Recycle-Bowl re-

sources pages.  

4) Compete 

Collect and track the weight of your recy-

clables for 4 weeks during the Recycle-

Bowl competition.  There are many differ-

ent ways to get the weight of your recycla-

bles.  Find examples for tracking and 

tools here.  

5) Submit your score 

Report your data so you can see how your 

school stacked up against the competi-

tion.  Find out how to report your data 

here.  

“Recycle-Bowl” - It’s Bigger Than Your Cereal Bowl  

 
Join the Clean and Green Team 
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What is your organization doing 
this month? 

Share your events on AEEA’s 
Facebook page. 

Are you participating in a cleanup? If you are, you can meet up 

with other AEEA members by sending us a message on Facebook 

and we will try to connect you . 

http://keeparkansasbeautiful.com/get-involved/great_arkansas_cleanup/
http://keeparkansasbeautiful.com/full-event-calendar/
https://www.kab.org/recycle-bowl/why-recycle-bowl
https://www.kab.org/recycle-bowl/competition/registration-instructions
https://www.kab.org/sites/default/files/Setting-Up-School-Recycling-Program-Guide.pdf
https://www.kab.org/recycle-bowl/resources/competition-resources
https://www.kab.org/recycle-bowl/resources/competition-resources
https://www.kab.org/recycle-bowl/competition/tracking-and-reporting
https://www.kab.org/recycle-bowl/competition/tracking-and-reporting
https://www.kab.org/recycle-bowl/competition/tracking-and-reporting
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The Arkansas Recycling Coalition (an AEEA 

Institutional Member) held a Food Waste 

Workshop on July 7th, bringing to the 

forefront how much our food waste is 

worth. Utilizing the ReFed roadmap Tool, 

Chaz Miller detailed how our nation can 

change the way we handle our food 

waste, and, in turn,  generate money for 

our economy. In fact,  Americans throw 

away $65 billion worth of food every year 

that is equal to about 20 lbs. per person/

day. What does that mean for our econo-

my? 

 
According to the National Solid Waste 

Management Association, we can reduce 

20%  of our food waste. By reducing the 

food waste we could generate $100 bil-

lion of economic value in the next ten 

years. We can recover 1.8 billion meals, 

conserve 1.6 trillion gallons water, gener-

ate $2 billion in  profit, save consumers $6 

billion, and reduce greenhouse gases by 

18 million tons.  Did you know that as a 

nation we spend 1.3% of our gross do-

mestic product on growing, processing, 

transporting, and disposing of uneaten 

food, 18% of what our cropland generates 

simply goes in the garbage and 19 % of 

fertilizer use is spent on crops that we 

never eat.  

In fact, some of the food that we throw 

away is still edible: 55% of people throw 

away food because it doesn’t look/smell/

taste right.  Even though “Nearly half of 

new recovery potential comes from pro-

duce surpluses on farms and at packing-

houses, what that means is that it never 

even made it to the dining table. Methods 

to preventing this waste were the key 

topics of discussion at the workshop, 

which include, but are no limited to– 

Standardized date labeling (prevention), 

consumer education campaigns 

(prevention), packaging adjustments 

(prevention), donation transportation 

(recovery), trayless dining (prevention), 

and secondary resellers (to name a few).  

 
Several of these prevention methods 

don’t require individual behavior change 

but require a different approach to how 

we handle food and/or new or modified 

legislation, which includes tax incentives 

for business donations and safety regula-

tions for donated food handling. Some of 

the case studies from UAMS, City of 

Fayetteville, and Holiday Inn Airport Conf. 

Center (in Little Rock) showed that chang-

ing how we handle food waste is possible,  

can be sustainable, and generate a viable 

product, compost that could be utilized in 

a positive way somewhere else. For more 

information about this effort  and other 

ARC programs contact Cherie O’Mary  at  

1-866-290-1429 or visit their website at 

www.recycleark.org. 

 

Food Waste Can Generate $$ for our Economy 

 

The Basics: 
School Recycling Workshop 
Date: September 19, 2016 
Time: 9AM– 3:30PM 
Location: Best Western Inn of the 
Ozarks, Eureka Springs, AR 
Cost: $55 
 
Join Fellow educators in a fun 
hands on workshop that touches 
our everyday lives– Recycling. You 
will become a detective, paper 
maker, worm farmer, and a water 
molecule as you learn more about 
what is trash and what is not.  Plus, 
you will earn 6 hours of profession-
al development and resources that 
will help you share your learning 
with others.  
 
Sponsored by: Arkansas  
Recycling Coalition 

 EXPO 2016 Highlights continued from Pg. 1 

On the final day of the conference, the board had the privilege of awarding 

some outstanding environmental educators in our field. Dr. Robert Allen 

received the Robert McAfee Environmental Education Service Award, Curtis 

Varnell received the Outstanding Formal Environmental Educator award, 

and Dot Neely of the Beaver Water District received the Outstanding Infor-

mal Environmental Educator award. To learn more about these amazing 

educators, visit our Facebook page for the full story. 

http://www.recycleark.org/

